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Mr. Gandhi's idea about spinning, all with one accord said
it was impossible, as they had far too much to do.  To
test this, we picked out five men at random, three Sikhs
and two Muhammadans, and asked them what they
had done yesterday.   The first said he had filled two
large pitchers (matt) with the juice of the cane before
sunrise and six more during the day. This took him till
sunset, after which he began turning the juice into gur.
This, he added, would continue for another month till
all his cane was pressed and turned into gur.   The
second man, a greybeard of about sixty, said that he had
a well (with a charsa) and that he and his family had
started irrigating their fields at 5 a.m. and had continued
till sunset. The third said much the same. The fourth,
a Muhammadan Rajput, had pressed cane also from
five in the morning till sunset and had filled nine
pitchers with juice.   The fifth, a Sheikh, had watered
his fodder crop (senjiJ) from dawn till dusk.  There may
be a touch of exaggeration in some of these statements,
but yesterday morning on my way to Jullundur, when
it was still pitch dark and bitterly cold, I passed a
number of peasants on the road with their cattle.  One
is reminded of the market-gardeners of Belgium who in
busy seasons sometimes 'begin at three or four in the
morning and continue, with brief interruptions, till
eight or nine at night',2 Those present to-day said that
their only slack month was from the middle of February
to the middle of March, and that only, if there had been
enough rain.  Should the winter rains fail, they have to
go on watering the wheat.  In the middle of March the
sowing of the new cane begins, and this has to be given
from twenty to twenty-five waterings during the year.
During the monsoon they have to repair their embank-
ments, tie up the cane (if it falls, the rats eat it), and make
their nets (tangar) for carrying the fodder.  * We have so
much work', said a Sikh, 'that we forget to comb our

1 Melitotus parevtflora.

* R. S. Rowntree, Land and Labour-, Lessons from Belgium, 1910, p. 194.
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